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Al in Education: The Human
Pivot

Not algorithms. Not data. The real breakthrough is mindset.
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THE DATA

Switching from aerospace
engineering to climate
system science and
engineering

Academic Pivot

MIT senior Andrew Voelsing redefined his academic path after
struggling with early setbacks.

Voelsing’s shift from aerospace engineering to climate system
science and engineering—two fields with vastly different
epistemologies—demonstrates how Al in higher education must
prioritize adaptability over fixed expertise. This isn’t about training
models; it’s about training minds to navigate uncertainty with
intention. The real Al in education isn’t in the chatbot—it’s in the
student who relearns how to learn.

Source: MIT News - Published November 10, 2026
https://news.mit.edu/2026/somebodys-got-to-do-it-why-not-me-andrew-voelsing-1110
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Learning is a System, Not a Skill

Voelsing's academic transformation wasn't triggered by better study habits alone. It came from a
fundamental reorientation: aligning his skills, passions, and societal need. This mirrors how generative
Al systems must be trained not just on data, but on purpose. In higher education, the most valuable Al

insight isn’t automation—it’s the design of learning systems that evolve with the learner’s self-
concept, not against it.



Empathy as a Cognitive
Architecture

Voelsing’s leadership in Camp Kesem—where he learned to sit
with grief rather than fix it—reveals a deeper intelligence than
algorithmic optimization. In Al-driven education, the most
advanced models aren’t those that predict outcomes fastest,
but those that simulate emotional and ethical complexity. The
future of Al in higher ed isn’t in faster grading; it’s in training
systems that model how humans process loss, connection, and
responsibility.
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