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Why AI in Energy Needs Human 
Pivots

A single student’s academic shift reveals a deeper truth about innovation.

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

one
Academic Pivots

Andrew Voelsing switched from aerospace engineering to 
climate system science and engineering at MIT, a shift that 
transformed his academic and career trajectory.

This single pivot—from aerospace to climate system science—was 
not a detour but a recalibration of purpose. It reflects how AI-driven 
energy systems must be designed not just for technical precision, 
but for adaptability and human-centered vision. The most powerful 
AI in energy won’t just optimize data—it will evolve with the people 
who use it.

Source: MIT News · Published November 10, 2026
https://news.mit.edu/2026/somebodys-got-to-do-it-why-not-me-andrew-voelsing-1110

https://news.mit.edu/2026/somebodys-got-to-do-it-why-not-me-andrew-voelsing-1110


01

AI Thrives in Adaptive Systems

This isn’t about better algorithms—it’s about better design thinking. The next leap in AI-driven energy 
innovation will come from systems that allow for human-led pivots, not just data-driven outcomes.
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Empathy Is a System Design 
Principle

A truly intelligent energy system doesn’t just predict blackouts
—it anticipates who will be most affected and how to respond 
with care. This is the next frontier: AI that models not just 
energy flows, but human needs.
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