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Gulf Shores — #1 of 8: Mean Commute to Work by City, in Minutes (2024)

Gulf Shores Leads Alabama in 
Commute Efficiency

Shortest average commute in Baldwin County, 2024

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

22.1
Mean Commute to Work by City, in Minutes (2024)

Gulf Shores recorded the shortest average commute among all 
Baldwin County cities in 2024.

This 22.1-minute average reflects a high degree of residential and 
employment proximity, reducing travel friction. In a market where 
remote work and lifestyle-driven relocation are rising, such 
efficiency becomes a competitive advantage. The data underscores 
that Gulf Shores is not just a coastal destination but a functional, 
well-integrated urban node.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 · ALEX 
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-11-14-baldwin-county-commute-place-short

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-11-14-baldwin-county-commute-place-short
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Commute Efficiency Drives Lifestyle Demand

Gulf Shores’ 22.1-minute average commute is not incidental — it’s a strategic differentiator in a market 
where remote work has redefined the value of time. This efficiency enables residents to balance 
coastal living with professional productivity, reinforcing the area’s appeal to digital nomads and hybrid 
workers. As demand for work-life integration grows, this metric becomes a proxy for quality of life and 
long-term retention.
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Density Without Gridlock

Despite its high residential density and tourism-driven 
economy, Gulf Shores maintains a 22.1-minute commute — a 
rare feat in the Gulf Coast. This suggests an underlying 
infrastructure and land-use planning advantage, possibly 
rooted in decentralized employment centers and limited 
sprawl. For investors and developers, this signals that growth 
can be sustained without sacrificing urban efficiency, a model 
that may outperform more congested coastal markets.
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