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Charleston-North Charleston, SC — #1 of 8: Real Estate Lessors

Charleston leads SC in real estate 
lessors

Source: ALEX Intelligence, 2026
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THE DATA

330
Real Estate Lessors (2022)

Charleston-North Charleston, SC ranks #1 of 8 South Carolina 
metros on real estate lessors (NAICS 5311).

This figure represents the number of businesses in the Charleston 
tri-county that operate as real estate lessors — entities that lease 
property without owning it outright. The concentration of such firms 
signals a growing shift toward asset-light ownership models, 
particularly in a market where capital preservation and flexible 
investment structures are increasingly valued.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2022, NAICS 5311 (Lessors of real 
estate) · ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-11-12-charleston-sc-istand-5311-msa

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-11-12-charleston-sc-istand-5311-msa
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Lessors drive capital efficiency

The dominance of real estate lessors in Charleston reflects a strategic pivot toward financial agility. 
Unlike traditional property owners, lessors avoid the burden of maintenance, taxation, and liquidity 
risk, enabling faster deployment of capital across multiple assets. This model is particularly 
advantageous in a high-cost, high-demand market like Charleston, where tenant demand exceeds 
supply and landlords seek to maximize returns without overextending balance sheets.
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A sign of institutional 
sophistication

The clustering of real estate lessors in Charleston suggests a 
maturing investment ecosystem. It indicates that institutional 
capital is increasingly flowing into the region not just for direct 
ownership, but for structured, scalable real estate 
participation. This trend supports long-term market stability, 
as lessors tend to be more resilient during downturns due to 
lower leverage and diversified exposure.
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