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One Copy-Paste Error, 100s of 
Papers Affected

A correction in a Nature paper exposes systemic fragility in scientific integrity.

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

Extended Data Fig. 4h

Source Data Error

A copy-paste mistake in the supplementary data of a high-
impact Nature study led to duplicated values in a key 
experimental group.

The error, confined to the raw source data and not affecting mean 
values, P-values, or plotted points, still undermines confidence in 
reproducibility — a core pillar of scientific rigor. This incident 
highlights how even minor data-handling failures in peer-reviewed 
research can propagate across the scientific ecosystem, especially 
when automated systems ingest and replicate such data without 
scrutiny.

Source: Nature · Published November 09, 2026
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-026-11375-w

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-026-11375-w
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Reproducibility Is the New AI Safety 
Benchmark

Just as AI systems must be auditable, so too must the data they learn from. A single corrupted data 
point in a training set can skew conclusions — a risk amplified when AI automates data synthesis 
across thousands of studies.
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Science’s Trust 
Infrastructure Is Fragile

In AI, we often assume that peer review and publication equal 
validation. But this case shows that publication is not 
verification. The same gap exists in AI model validation: we 
deploy systems based on published benchmarks, not on 
independent, real-time reproducibility checks.
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