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Nashville-Davidson--Murfreesboro--Franklin, TN — #1 of 10: Commercial Builders

Nashville Leads TN in 
Commercial Builders
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THE DATA

250
Commercial Builders (2022)

Nashville-Davidson--Murfreesboro--Franklin, TN ranks #1 of 10 
Tennessee metros on commercial builders.

This figure—250 commercial builders in 2022—reflects a 
concentrated investment in nonresidential infrastructure, including 
offices, mixed-use developments, and institutional facilities. The city 
is not just building homes; it’s constructing the economic backbone 
of a growing urban core. This level of activity suggests confidence in 
long-term demand for commercial space, particularly in transit-
oriented and mixed-use zones.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2022, NAICS 2362 (Nonresidential 
building construction) · ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-11-08-nashville-istand-2362-msa

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-11-08-nashville-istand-2362-msa
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Urban Growth Is Infrastructure-First

Nashville’s dominance in commercial construction isn’t a byproduct of housing demand—it’s a 
deliberate strategy to anchor economic expansion. Unlike markets that prioritize residential volume, 
Nashville is investing in the physical systems that attract employers, support workforce mobility, and 
enable innovation ecosystems. This infrastructure-first model suggests a maturing city economy, 
where real estate development is no longer just about housing but about creating sustainable urban 
environments for business and innovation.
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The Rise of the Urban 
Economic Engine

With 250 commercial builders, Nashville is outpacing even 
larger metro areas in Tennessee, signaling a shift from a 
regional hub to a self-sustaining economic engine. This isn’t 
just about office space—it’s about the density of opportunity. 
The city is building the physical infrastructure that supports 
innovation districts, transit corridors, and digital 
infrastructure. This is not a housing bubble; it’s a structural 
upgrade to the city’s economic DNA, one that may eventually 
outpace even its own residential growth.
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