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Invention Education Is the Real
Al Curriculum

Not code. Not algorithms. Problem-solving at scale.
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THE DATA

Invention Education Pathway Partners

These schools, districts, and colleges across three U.S. regions
are building continuous invention pathways from kindergarten
to college.

The Lemelson-MIT Program has awarded multiyear grants to 19
institutions — including elementary schools, community colleges,
and state universities — to embed invention education into the core
curriculum. This isn't an after-school club. It's a systemic shift in how
students learn to design, prototype, and innovate across disciplines.

Source: Lemelson MIT Program - Pubhshed November 02, 2026



https://news.mit.edu/2026/lemelson-mit-brings-invention-education-classrooms-kindergarten-college-1102
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Learning by doing = Al readiness

When students prototype solutions to real community problems — from water conservation to
accessibility — they’re training the same cognitive muscles that power Al agent development:

curiosity, resilience, and systems thinking. This is not a soft skill. It’s the operational DNA of
breakthrough innovation.



Diversity drives innovation in
Al/quantum

This is not incidental. It's strategic. Al and quantum systems
fail when trained on homogenous data or built by
homogenous teams. By embedding invention education in
early and sustained pathways, we’'re not just teaching skills —
we're democratizing the innovation pipeline. The most
powerful Al agents won't be built in silos. They'll be shaped by
diverse, real-world problem-solving from the start.
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