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AI Safety Is Now a Global 
Research Race

Neuroscience leadership reveals where AI ethics infrastructure is being built.
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THE DATA

Institutions with top neuroscience Share

This metric, known as 'Share' in the Nature Index, measures 
institutional contribution to high-impact neuroscience publications. 
These institutions are not just advancing brain science—they are 
building the computational and ethical frameworks that will 
underpin future AI safety systems.

Source: Nature · Published November 05, 2026
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03344-0

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03344-0
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Neuroscience Is the New AI Ethics Frontline

The institutions leading in neuroscience research are also the ones shaping the ethical architecture of 
AI. Their research on neural plasticity, decision-making, and consciousness directly informs how AI 
systems can be designed to avoid harmful autonomy or unintended behavior.
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Concentration of Research = 
Concentration of Control

This concentration means that access to the data, models, and 
ethical frameworks derived from this research is not evenly 
distributed. The implication is that AI safety standards may be 
shaped less by democratic consensus and more by 
institutional dominance—raising urgent questions about 
equitable oversight in AI development.
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