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#1 of 10: Share of Arriving Households From the Top Three Counties

28.6% of Austin’s new
households come from just 3
counties
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THE DATA

28.6%

Share of Arriving Households From the Top Three Counties (2023)

This figure reflects the degree to which inbound migration to
the Austin metro is hyper-concentrated in a small number of
source regions.

The data shows that nearly three out of every ten new households
moving into the Austin metro originate from just three counties:
Williamson County, Harris County, and Hays County. This level of
concentration suggests that Austin’s growth is being driven not by
broad regional diversification, but by a narrow set of source markets
—particularly within Central Texas and the Houston corridor.

Source: U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Statistics of Income Migration Data, county-to-county
inflows, 2022-23 - ALEX Intelligence computatlon
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Austin’s growth is not diversifying—yet

The dominance of Williamson, Harris, and Hays counties as sources of new households reveals that
Austin’s expansion is still largely self-replicating. Talent and capital are flowing from existing high-
density, high-income hubs into the core city, reinforcing existing economic and demographic patterns.
This lack of geographic breadth in migration limits the potential for new cultural or economic
innovation from outside the established corridors, making Austin’s growth increasingly insular.
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The real estate impact is
structural

Because the top three source counties are already among the
most expensive in Texas—especially Williamson and Harris—
this migration pattern means that incoming households are
not only concentrated but also bringing higher-than-average
income levels. This directly pressures affordability, fuels
demand for premium housing, and reinforces the upward
trajectory of home values in Austin’s core, even as supply
constraints persist. The market is not just growing—it’s being
shaped by a self-reinforcing cycle of high-income mobility.
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