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AI Just Decided Who Votes

Not in a ballot box—on a campus.

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

Students who accessed voting info via AI tool

This figure reflects the integration of AI-driven voter engagement 
tools into student portals, where natural language interfaces 
delivered real-time ballot information, registration deadlines, and 
polling location data. The tool’s accuracy and accessibility were 
validated by Penn’s Office of Student Affairs through internal 
tracking logs.

Source: Penn Today · Published November 04, 2026
https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/penn-votes-2026-general-election-photos
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AI as Civic Infrastructure

When institutions embed AI into voter access workflows, they shift from passive information providers 
to active enablers of democratic engagement. This is not about convenience—it’s about institutional 
responsibility in an era where civic literacy is increasingly mediated by algorithmic systems.
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The Paradox of Automated 
Participation

While AI increased access, it also introduced a new form of 
digital gatekeeping: students without reliable internet or AI-
enabled devices were effectively excluded. This underscores a 
critical tension—AI can democratize access, but only if 
designed with equity as a core constraint, not an afterthought.
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