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Three Dead on Texas 71 — One
Was a Contractor

A fatal crash on a key corridor reveals a growing safety cost in Bastrop’s growth
engine.
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Three

Fatalities in Texas 71 crash

Two of the three victims were TxDOT contractors working on
infrastructure projects in Bastrop County.
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The October 29, 2026, crash near Tucker Hill Lane on Texas 71
claimed the lives of three individuals, including two state contractors
actively maintaining the corridor. This incident underscores the [
human cost embedded in the county’s rapid infrastructure
expansion, where construction zones are increasingly active along
major transportation arteries.

Source: Elgin Courier - Published November 03, 2026
https://www.elgincourier.com/article/5002.two-txdot-contractors-among-three-killed-in-texas-71-crash
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Growth Comes With Embedded Risk
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The presence of contractors on a state highway during routine work, even in daylight, reflects the
intensity of infrastructure demands. Their deaths are a direct consequence of the pace and scale of
development, suggesting that safety protocols may be strained or under-resourced in high-activity
zones. This risk is now a measurable cost of doing business in the county’s growth corridors.

Photo: Larry D. Moore - CC BY 4.0 - Wikimedia Commons



FOR SALI
512-567-363

|

Safety as a Competitive
Differentiator

This incident should prompt a re-evaluation of how project
timelines, traffic flow, and worker protection are balanced.
Companies and developers in Bastrop County that proactively
invest in real-time zone monitoring, dynamic signage, and
dedicated safety buffers may gain a strategic advantage — not
just in compliance, but in workforce retention and public trust.
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