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Harris County leads Austin MSA
in net household inflow

Source: ALEX Intelligence - Published November 02, 2026
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Net Households Gained From a Single County (2023)
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Harris County, TX, contributed the highest net household inflow
into the Austin metro in 2022-23.

This figure represents a net gain of 707 households from Harris
County to the Austin MSA, the highest among all U.S. counties with
bidirectional migration flows disclosed by the IRS. The data
underscores a growing trend of population movement from the
Houston metro into Austin, driven by affordability pressures and job
market shifts.
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inflows, 2022-23 - ALEX Intelligence computation
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Austin’s growth is no longer organic

This is not a temporary spike but a sustained demographic realignment.
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Affordability is the new
magnet

This trend implies that Austin’s real estate market is not just a
destination for talent, but a refuge for displaced residents
from other major Texas metros. The implications for housing
supply, rental markets, and public services are significant —
and may intensify pressure on existing infrastructure.
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