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Electric Cars Were Built for 
Women — In 1900

Their quiet, clean, and easy-to-start design shaped early EVs — and echoes in 
today’s AI chip architecture.

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

1908
Year of First Female EV Adopter

Fannie Goodnow, a well-to-do woman from Boston, owned a 
1908 Bailey Victoria Phaeton, one of the earliest electric 
vehicles.

Her choice of an electric car was not random — it reflected a 
deliberate marketing strategy. Early EVs were promoted as ideal for 
women due to their ease of operation, lack of fumes, and quiet 
startup, avoiding the need for hand cranking. This gendered design 
logic reveals how user experience shaped early technology adoption 
— a principle now central to AI chip design.

Source: IEEE Spectrum · Published November 01, 2026
https://spectrum.ieee.org/early-electric-vehicles

https://spectrum.ieee.org/early-electric-vehicles
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User-Centric Design Drives Innovation

Just as early EVs were engineered for ease of use and accessibility — key traits for women in a male-
dominated era — today’s AI chips are optimized for seamless integration, low latency, and minimal 
thermal load. The focus on usability, not just raw performance, is a recurring theme in semiconductor 
evolution. The shift from hand-cranked engines to electric starters mirrors today’s push for energy-
efficient, heat-optimized AI accelerators.
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Marketing Shaped 
Technology’s Trajectory

The decision to market EVs to women wasn’t just branding — 
it was a strategic design choice that prioritized simplicity and 
safety. This mirrors how modern AI chip roadmaps are shaped 
not just by physics, but by deployment context: edge 
inference, data center efficiency, and user interaction. The 
same logic that guided early EV adoption — prioritizing ease 
of use — now drives the demand for low-power, high-
efficiency AI chips in consumer and industrial systems.
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