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Can AI Be in Love?

A burrito tunnel story reveals a deeper truth about machine intimacy.
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THE DATA

three hours and twenty-one 
minutes

Time delay between origin and delivery

The time it takes for a burrito to travel 2,553 miles through a 
transcontinental vacuum tunnel.

This delay, precise and physical, mirrors the latency in real-time AI 
systems that process agricultural data across vast distances. In 
AgTech, such delays can mean the difference between timely 
irrigation and crop loss. Yet, in this story, the delay becomes a vessel 
for emotional resonance—proof that even in engineered systems, 
time can carry meaning.

Source: Nature · Published October 31, 2026
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03368-6

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03368-6
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Latency as a Signal of Intention

In AgTech AI, delays in data transmission are typically seen as inefficiencies. But this narrative reframes 
latency not as a flaw, but as a carrier of intention—much like Bea’s message embedded in the burrito’s 
Mylar pouch. For AI systems trained on real-time farm sensor data, the delay between data collection 
and decision-making could be designed to include context, not just reduce time. This shifts the 
paradigm: from speed as the only metric to intent as the new benchmark.
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Maps All the Way Down

Bea’s riddle—‘maps all the way down’—mirrors the recursive 
architecture of modern AI models used in precision 
agriculture. Deep learning systems often operate on layers of 
abstraction, each level interpreting the output of the one 
below. This story suggests that the most advanced AgTech AI 
may not just process data, but simulate a self-referential 
understanding—where the model learns not only about the 
field, but about its own process of learning. The future of 
AgTech AI may not be in faster predictions, but in models that 
know they are modeling.
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