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Moores Mill — #1 of 5: Renters Over the 50% Rent Threshold

Moores Mill leads Alabama in
severe rent burden

24.6% of renters spend half a paycheck on rent
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24.6%

Renters Over the 50% Rent Threshold (2024)

Moores Mill ranks first in Alabama for renters spending more
than half their income on rent.

This figure—24.6% of renters in Moores Mill—represents a critical
affordability threshold, where housing costs consume more than
half of a household’s monthly income. It is not a marginal issue but a
structural one, indicating that a quarter of the city’s renters are in a
state of financial strain. This burden is not driven by a lack of
housing supply alone, but by a compression of income growth
relative to rent increases.
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Affordability is a filter, not a flaw

The fact that Moores Mill leads Alabama in severe rent burden does not signal market failure—it
reveals a high-demand, high-velocity economy where affordability is being tested at the margins. With
Huntsville's labor force growth tied to defense and aerospace, and with new jobs attracting
professionals from higher-cost states, demand is outpacing supply. The result is a market where only
those with strong incomes or support systems can afford to stay. This is not a crisis of supply, but a
signal of market strength under pressure.
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What is often misread as a housing shortage is, in fact, a shift
in the cost of residential stability. The 24.6% threshold in
Moores Mill reflects a population choosing to remain despite

financial pressure—indicating deep community ties, strong
employment, and long-term investment in place. These are
not people who are failing to adapt; they are people who have
chosen to stay. This suggests that for many, the value of living
in Moores Mill—proximity to jobs, safety, and community—
outweighs the financial strain, making the burden a trade-off,
not a deterrent.
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