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AI News Is a Weapon Now

How fake local journalism exploits trust to shape beliefs.

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

310
Facebook Pages

These pages were used to promote pink slime journalism sites in 
the 2020 and 2024 elections.

CMU researchers identified 310 Facebook pages linked to pink slime 
journalism networks, which used AI-generated content to mimic real 
local news. These sites, often owned by centralized parent 
organizations, published a mix of localized headlines and national 
political content to exploit audience trust.
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AI Mimics Local Trust

This is a direct parallel to semiconductor design: just as a chip’s security depends on the integrity of its 
physical layer, the integrity of information depends on the authenticity of its source. When AI can 
convincingly simulate local truth, the entire trust infrastructure collapses.



02
Scale Through Centralized 
Networks

This mirrors the semiconductor industry’s own shift: just as 
advanced chip fabrication relies on centralized, highly 
optimized foundries, so too do modern influence operations 
depend on centralized AI content engines. The difference? 
One builds hardware, the other builds belief.
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