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AI Safety: Triumph or 
Procrastination?

Experts split on whether the Trump-Xi summit delivered real progress.

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

Split
Expert Consensus

The CSET analysis reveals deep disagreement among experts 
about the strategic outcome of the Trump-Xi summit regarding 
AI governance.

This split reflects a fundamental tension in global AI policy: whether 
high-level diplomatic engagement can lead to binding agreements or 
merely serve as a delay tactic. The absence of a unified expert 
stance undermines the credibility of summit outcomes as genuine 
progress markers.
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Diplomacy Without Accountability

Without mechanisms to verify compliance or enforce norms, even high-profile dialogues risk 
becoming performative. The real danger lies not in inaction, but in the illusion of progress that can 
delay necessary regulatory innovation.
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The Procrastination Trap

The risk is not just delay—it’s the erosion of institutional trust. 
If every summit ends in 'split' consensus, stakeholders may 
stop expecting outcomes, further weakening the incentives to 
act. Real safety requires not consensus, but commitment.
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