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Nashville-Davidson--Murfreesboro--Franklin, TN — #1 of 10: Residential Builders

Nashville Leads TN in 
Residential Builders
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THE DATA

1,126
Residential Builders (2022)

Nashville-Davidson--Murfreesboro--Franklin, TN leads all 
Tennessee metros in residential building construction activity.

This figure, drawn from the 2022 U.S. Census County Business 
Patterns, reflects a sustained construction economy in the region. 
The high number of active residential builders signals robust 
demand, investor confidence, and ongoing development 
momentum despite elevated financing costs and national 
headwinds. It also indicates that supply-side constraints are not yet 
binding in Nashville’s housing market.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2022, NAICS 2361 (Residential building 
construction) · ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-27-nashville-istand-2361-msa

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-27-nashville-istand-2361-msa
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Builders Lead Demand, Not Vice Versa

The data shows that construction activity is not a lagging indicator in Nashville — it is leading. With 
1,126 builders operating in the metro, the market is not reacting to demand; it is shaping it. This 
suggests that developers are betting on long-term population growth, job creation, and cultural 
capital, rather than short-term price spikes. The construction economy is self-reinforcing: more 
builders attract more labor, capital, and infrastructure investment, creating a virtuous cycle that 
strengthens the city’s economic resilience.
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Scale vs. Density: The 
Nashville Paradox

While Nashville leads in total builders, this does not equate to 
the highest density of construction per capita. The city’s 
growth is expansive, not intensive — new homes are being 
built across suburban and exurban zones rather than 
concentrated in high-density corridors. This pattern reflects a 
preference for single-family, detached housing, which may 
limit the city’s ability to absorb rapid population increases 
without significant infrastructure strain. The high builder 
count, then, is not a sign of urban intensification but of 
geographic sprawl — a structural feature with long-term 
implications for transit, sustainability, and equity.
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