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Free Al Courses Cost More Than
You Think

Not all free learning is created equal—effort matters.
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THE DATA

6 hours 54 minutes

Estimated time to complete

The average time to complete a free Al course with a certificate.

Among the 10 free Al courses reviewed, DeeplLearning.Al’s 'Al for
Everyone' takes the longest at 6 hours and 54 minutes. This reflects
a deeper curriculum that includes video lectures, exercises, and
assessments—though only the videos are free. Graded assignments
and the certificate require upgrading to a paid PRO account.

Source: Editorialge - Published October 26, 2026
https://editorialge.com/free-ai-courses-for-beginners/
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Certificates Demand Hidden Effort

The most common free Al course offering a certificate—DeeplLearning.Al’s 'Al for Everyone'—requires
nearly 7 hours of sustained engagement. This includes exercises, peer reviews, and assessments. The

real cost isn’t the price tag, but the cognitive load and time investment needed to earn a credential,
even when the content is free.



Free = Effortless

Contrast this with courses like Google’s 'Introduction to
Generative Al'—only 45 minutes long—where the completion
badge is immediate and low-effort. The data reveals a
spectrum: some free courses are designed for quick
onboarding, while others demand serious commitment. The
value of a 'free certificate' depends entirely on the labor it
requires to earn.
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