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Orange Beach — #1 of 8: Home Value to Income Ratio

Orange Beach Leads Alabama in
Home Cost vs. Income

Source: ALEX Intelligence, October 25, 2026
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5.1x

Home Value to Income Ratio (2024)

Orange Beach has the highest home value to income ratio in
Baldwin County, indicating the most intense affordability
pressure among cities.

This ratio means a typical home in Orange Beach costs 5.1 years of
median household income. No other city in the county exceeds 5.0x,
making Orange Beach the most financially strained market for
homebuyers. The gap between income growth and home prices has
widened, particularly in coastal enclaves with limited land and high
demand from remote workers.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 - ALEX

Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-25-baldwin-county-value-to-income-place-mkt
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Affordability is a proxy for demand intensity

The fact that no other city in Baldwin County reaches 5.0x suggests that Orange Beach has become a
de facto benchmark for premium coastal positioning. Its high ratio is not isolated—it’s the outcome of
a self-reinforcing ecosystem: high demand drives prices, which in turn attract more high-income
buyers seeking exclusivity and stability.
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The price-to-income
premium is structural, not
cyclical

This suggests that affordability is no longer a short-term
concern but a permanent condition. For buyers, this means
choosing between accepting higher ratios or shifting to less
central locations—such as Robertsdale or Bay Minette—where
ratios remain below 4.0x. The market is not cooling; it's

reorganizing around income-based access.
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