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Elections Are Predictable—
Thanks to AI

New model uses AI to simulate entire congressional elections with accuracy.

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

Model Accuracy

The generative statistical model built by Caltech and Harvard 
researchers achieves near-perfect predictive fidelity.

This figure represents the model's ability to simulate congressional 
election outcomes across decades with minimal deviation from 
actual results. The researchers trained it on every U.S. House 
election since 1946 and Senate elections since 1954, using AI to 
backfill data and refine statistical patterns.

Source: California Institute of Technology · Published October 23, 2026
https://www.caltech.edu/about/news/elections-are-more-predictable-than-they-look
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AI Reveals Hidden Election Mechanics

The model uncovered that even in high-stakes, polarized races, systemic forces like the midterm 
penalty and incumbent advantage dominate outcomes. This suggests that while individual narratives 
matter, the underlying statistical architecture of elections remains stable—enabling deeper strategic 
planning for political actors and observers alike.
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AI-Driven Forecasts Are More 
Transparent

Unlike media-driven polls, the ElectIt model relies on historical 
data and no real-time polling. This transparency allows users 
to test scenarios, understand how probabilities shift, and 
verify model performance post-election—making it a tool for 
accountability, not just prediction.
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