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Al Safety Needs Engineers in
Congress

Not just coders—policy architects with technical truth.
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15 minutes

Typical Meeting Duration

Engineers advocating for tech policy face brief windows with
congressional staff.

A single meeting with a legislative aide averages just 15 minutes—
too short for vague appeals, too long for jargon. Yet this narrow
window is where technical credibility becomes political leverage.

Source: IEEE Spectrum - Published October 25, 2026
https://spectrum.ieee.org/engineers-lobbying-congress
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Trust is Built in Technical Depth

The staffer’s question— ‘Do you think Al will replace coders?’—wasn’t a test of opinion but a probe for

technical grounding. A well-answered question can shift a policy trajectory before the bill is drafted.



Policy Lag Is a Safety Failure

The article reveals that even well-intentioned advocacy fails
without specificity. Engineers who align their expertise with
policy goals—like democratizing Al through open-source
frameworks—don’t just influence outcomes; they prevent
dangerous regulatory delays.
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