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Eagle County — #21 of 10: Owner Occupancy Rate

=M " by e
Al e L e e
SR A "TF:_F‘{"_,'“‘_.- Ay

4 _'ll [ -riz =

I,

Owner Occupancy Rate: 65.9%

New data reveals a unique housing stability paradox
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THE DATA

65.9%

Owner Occupancy Rate (2024)

Eagle County’s rate is below the state average, yet the market
remains resilient.

Despite ranking #21 of 26 Colorado counties in owner occupancy,
Eagle County maintains strong market stability. This suggests that
the high percentage of rental units is not a sign of weakness, but a
structural adaptation to seasonal demand and second-home
ownership. The data reflects a market where ownership is
concentrated in long-term residents, while short-term and seasonal
use drives rental volume.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 - ALEX
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Ownership is a proxy for permanence

The low owner occupancy rate in Eagle County is not a sign of instability, but of intentional market
design. High turnover in second-home ownership and seasonal rentals does not equate to economic
fragility. Instead, the 65.9% owner rate reflects a core of permanent residents—many in service and
hospitality sectors—who are anchored despite high costs. Their presence stabilizes the community,
even as the housing stock remains fluid for tourists and remote workers.

Photo: Jeffrey Beall - CC BY 4.0 - Wikim



Photo: jimmy thomas from Seattle -
Commons

CC BY-5A 2.0 -

Wikimedia

Rental density supports
resilience

The high rental share in Eagle County is not a symptom of
affordability failure, but a feature of a sustainable, seasonally
optimized housing model. With tourism driving income in
winter months and limited off-season jobs, rental income
provides critical economic continuity. The data shows that
even with low owner occupancy, long-term community
stability persists—proof that a high rental share can coexist
with strong social and economic cohesion.
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