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Asheville — #1 of 10: Population
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Asheville Leads NC in Population

Source: ALEX Intelligence, October 24, 2026
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94,535

Population (2024)

Asheville is the most populous city in the Asheville metro and
North Carolina’s mountain region.

With a population of 94,535, Asheville holds the top spot among all
cities in Buncombe, Haywood, Henderson, Madison, and
Transylvania counties. This scale enables it to anchor regional
economic activity, attract investment, and sustain a diverse housing
and commercial ecosystem that smaller communities cannot
replicate. The city's size is not incidental—it is a strategic advantage
in workforce density, service infrastructure, and market resilience.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 - ALEX
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-24-asheville-
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Scale Drives Economic Resilience

Its size allows for greater concentration of jobs, retail, healthcare, and cultural infrastructure—
elements that attract both remote workers and new businesses. This density creates a self-reinforcing
cycle: more people draw more services, which in turn attract more people. The city’s population
dominance is not just a headline—it is a foundational strength in an otherwise fragmented mountain

landscape.
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The Population Advantage Is
Exclusively Local

No other city in the Asheville metro—Hendersonville (15,408),
Waynesville (10,502), or Black Mountain (8,513)—comes close
to Asheville’s scale. This gap is not a temporary trend but a
structural feature of the region’s urban hierarchy. The region’s
growth trajectory depends on this singular anchor—no other
city can absorb the same volume of demand or drive the same

level of economic spillover.
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