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Sansom Park — #1 of 10: Homes Owned Free and Clear

Sansom Park Leads DFW in Free-
and-Clear Homes

69.2% of homes owned free and clear — source: ALEX Intelligence, 2026
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69.2%

Homes Owned Free and Clear (2024)

Sansom Park leads the Dallas-Fort Worth MSA in
homeownership without mortgage debt.

This figure reflects deep long-term equity accumulation, suggesting
a cohort of residents who purchased early, paid off homes decades
ago, and now hold substantial non-financial wealth. The data
underscores a growing bifurcation in wealth mobility: a small
number of communities have achieved financial independence
through sustained ownership, while broader affordability pressures
persist elsewhere in the region.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 - ALEX
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Wealth is concentrated in legacy
neighborhoods

The dominance of Sansom Park in free-and-clear ownership reveals that long-term wealth
accumulation is not evenly distributed across DFW. These areas likely represent communities where
homeownership began in the mid-20th century, when prices were lower and financing terms more
favorable. The persistence of low mortgage burdens in these neighborhoods signals a structural
advantage that compounds over time, creating a self-reinforcing wealth gap between older,

established areas and newer, higher-priced developments.



Mortgage-free ownership is a
barometer of market
maturity

In a region like DFW where home prices have surged, the fact
that one city exceeds 69% free-and-clear ownership suggests a
maturation of the housing market. It reflects a shift from
speculative growth to long-term equity retention. This trend
may signal a cooling of rapid turnover and speculative
investment, as more homeowners are financially insulated
from market volatility and less reliant on refinancing or resale

gains.
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