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AI Sovereignty Begins in Art, Not 
Code

The most radical AI independence is emerging from creative labs.
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THE DATA

7
MFA Art Students

The 2026 Fall MFA Show at the University of Washington 
features seven artists using AI to explore failure, disrepair, and 
system collapse.

These artists are not building models to optimize performance—
they’re training AI to fail, to accumulate, to decay. Their work, titled 
'I will carry you over on my back,' uses found object sculpture, sound 
art, and performance to mediate on systems in disrepair. This is not 
a critique of AI; it’s a reclamation of it.

Source: University of Washington · Published October 19, 2026
https://www.washington.edu/news/2026/10/19/artsci-roundup-november-2026/

https://www.washington.edu/news/2026/10/19/artsci-roundup-november-2026/
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Failure as a Sovereign Design Principle

True AI sovereignty isn’t about control—it’s about autonomy from the myth of perfection. These 
artists reject the idea that AI must be efficient, scalable, or predictive. Instead, they embed failure into 
their models, using AI to simulate loss, disrepair, and collapse. This is not a flaw—it’s a feature of self-
governance. When AI learns to fail on purpose, it no longer needs permission to exist.
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Artists Are the First 
Sovereign AI Architects

The most advanced AI sovereignty experiments today are not 
happening in corporate data centers or government labs. 
They’re in university art studios, where artists use open-source 
tools to build AI that resists optimization, embraces entropy, 
and performs in the real world. These creators are not just 
users—they are system designers who treat AI as a material, 
like clay or sound. Their work proves that sovereignty begins 
when the tool stops serving the system and starts serving the 
self.
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