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Athens — #1 of 5: Homes Owned Free and Clear
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Athens leads Alabama in free-
and-clear homes

43.0% of homes owned free and clear — source: ALEX Intelligence 2026
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THE DATA

43.0%

Homes Owned Free and Clear (2024)

Athens leads the Huntsville metro and Alabama in free-and-
clear ownership, a rare marker of long-term financial stability.

This 43.0% figure, drawn from the 2024 American Community
Survey 5-Year Estimates, reflects deep-rooted equity and
generational wealth accumulation. Unlike transient markets driven
by speculative finance, Athens' high rate signals enduring
community health and reduced mortgage risk across generations.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 - ALEX
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-19-huntsville-free-and-clear-

Photo: Antony-22 - CC BY-5A 4.0 - Wikimedia Commons

lace-mkt



https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-19-huntsville-free-and-clear-place-mkt

u-‘:t,'t‘

kaf :
" Jﬁ\'fi:#*

T 20e A :
LT T SR T Tl T LT D

Wealth is invisible in equity

This is not a market of rapid turnover or speculative flips. It is a community where long-term value
creation is the norm. Such stability reduces systemic risk and supports resilient local economies, even
during national downturns.
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Free equity fuels
generational mobility

This creates a self-reinforcing cycle: wealth begets wealth. In
Athens, the absence of mortgage burden allows families to
reinvest in their homes, children, or local businesses,

reinforcing community cohesion and long-term economic
strength.
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Real Estate Strategy & Intelligence Leader. Democratized Blue Ocean Strategist & Operator.

Diane Hart Alexander, MBA, MHA

Chair & CEO, ALEX Companies
Designated Broker, Alexander Tiffany Southwest, LLC dba ALEX.realestate, et.al.
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