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Bee Cave — #1 of 9: Home Value to Income Ratio

Bee Cave leads in home
affordability stress

7.0x home value to income ratio — Source: ALEX Intelligence, October 19, 2026
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THE DATA
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Home Value to Income Ratio (2024)

Bee Cave has the highest home value to income ratio in the
Austin MSA, meaning a home costs residents 7 years of median
income.

This metric reflects the growing disconnect between housing costs
and earning power in high-demand suburban enclaves. Even in a
region with strong job growth, the burden of homeownership is
shifting toward extreme levels in certain communities. The figure is
not a national average, nor a comparison to Williamson County — it
is the outcome of local dynamics in Bee Cave, where land values and
development density have outpaced income growth.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 - ALEX
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-19-austin-msa-value-to-income-place-mkt
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Affordability is now a spatial crisis

This dynamic favors long-term residents and investors over newcomers, even those with high salaries.
As the cost of entry rises, the city’s ability to attract diverse talent is undermined — a risk to long-term

economic resilience in the Austin MSA.
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Luxury development drives
the cost gap

This is not a problem of supply alone. It is a governance issue:
when zoning and development policies prioritize exclusivity
over inclusion, even high-income earners become trapped in a
cycle of affordability stress. The data shows that the most
desirable areas are also the most financially isolating.
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