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Golden — #1 of 10: Homes Owned Free and Clear

Golden leads Colorado in free-
and-clear ownership

43.4% of homes are mortgage-free — a wealth anchor in a stressed metro

Swipe for insights =

. B o T e A N T MW GG T RS TR T S T T R e O I SR R S e L
Photo: Kari - CC BY 2.0 - Wikimedia Commons



43.49

Homes Owned Free and Clear (2024)

Golden leads the Denver metro and Colorado in mortgage-free
homeownership, according to the latest ALEX Intelligence data.

This figure is not just a statistic — it's a structural indicator of deep-
rooted equity and long-term financial resilience. In a market where
housing costs continue to outpace wages, Golden’s 43.4% free-and-
clear rate reflects decades of stable ownership, likely driven by long-
term residents, lower turnover, and sustained property appreciation.
This level of ownership stability is rare even in high-income suburbs.
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Wealth is not just earned — it’s held

The dominance of free-and-clear homes in Golden signals a market where wealth is embedded in real
estate, not just liquid assets. Unlike markets where homeownership is a leveraged bet, Golden’s model
reflects long-term capital accumulation. This suggests that new homebuyers in the area face a
structural barrier: they are not just competing for property, but for entry into a community where
equity is already deeply entrenched. This creates a self-reinforcing cycle of stability — and exclusion.
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Affordability stress masks

wealth concentration

The same economic pressures affecting low- and middle-
income residents are not eroding the financial foundation of
Golden’s homeowners. This suggests that affordability
challenges are not uniform; they are layered, with wealth
concentrated in specific pockets. For investors and
policymakers, this implies that broad market interventions
may miss the mark unless they target the underlying structural
divides.
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