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ATI’s Gender Bias Isn’t Just
Human

Nonhuman characters in animation still skew male — a warning for Al
training.
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Female Screen Time (Nonhuman Characters)

In animated films, female nonhuman characters receive only
about a quarter of total screen time.

Despite progress in female human representation, nonhuman
characters — animals, robots, monsters — remain overwhelmingly
male. This imbalance persists even in films with strong female leads
like Moana, where no female nonhuman character appears. The
disparity is not just narrative; it's statistical, and it reveals a deeper
pattern in how media shapes perception.

Source: UC Berkeley News - Published October 14, 2026

https://news.berkeley.edu/2026/10/14/in-animated-films-nonhuman-characters-are-still-overwhelmin
gly-male/
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Bias Is Trained, Not Invented

The UC Berkeley study used computational models to analyze 224 films — a scale impossible for
humans. This same methodology can be applied to train Al on diverse, intentional character sets.
Open-weight models allow developers to scrub biased patterns from training data before deployment.



Sovereignty Requires
Conscious Design

This isn’t about political correctness. It’s about cognitive
diversity. If Al systems are to serve all users, they must reflect
the full spectrum of identity — not just human, but
nonhuman. The next generation of Al builders will be defined

not by who they serve, but by who they include.
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