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We’'re closer to saving nature
than we thought

But the data is flawed — and that’s a warning for Al governance
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THE DATA

Global protected land coverage

The study shows that existing conservation designations — including
Indigenous-managed territories, community-conserved areas, and
even some agricultural zones with conservation overlays — were
previously excluded from global tracking.

Source: Nature - Published October 14, 2026

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03307-52error=cookies not supported&code=17d381c
8-1427-46d6-a7ad-044f0165943b



https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03307-5?error=cookies_not_supported&code=17d381c8-1427-46d6-a7ad-044f0165943b
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03307-5?error=cookies_not_supported&code=17d381c8-1427-46d6-a7ad-044f0165943b

— = e i B s P} =
e Ve - vt R - -
o " ] g AT Jm —
L T e R
=~ b "iﬁ»*" =
T e e

-|l111

-

This discovery mirrors a critical flaw in Al safety: when systems are evaluated on incomplete or

misdefined benchmarks, they appear-more reliable than they are. Just as conservation targets were

deemed unmet due to narrow deﬁr_]IticSns, Al systems may be certified safe based on narrow test sets

that exclude edge cases or adversarial inputs. The danger is not failure — it’s overconfidence in
systems that appear compliant but are fundamentally misaligned with real-world risks.
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The illusion of progress
distracts from real threats

The study’s findings show that despite higher coverage
numbers, biodiversity loss continues at an alarming rate. This
suggests that metrics alone — even accurate ones — cannot
reflect ecological health. In Al governance, this translates to a
warning: compliance with safety protocols does not guarantee
ethical outcomes. A model may be 'safe' by a narrow
definition but still perpetuate bias, exploit data, or destabilize
institutions. True safety requires not just measurement, but
meaningful impact assessment.
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