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Athens — #1 of 5: Share of Homes Held for Seasonal Use

Athens Leads Alabama in 
Seasonal Homes
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THE DATA

0.7%
Share of Homes Held for Seasonal Use (2024)

Athens has the highest share of homes held for seasonal use in 
the Huntsville metro area.

This figure, derived from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American 
Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024, indicates that 0.7% of 
homes in Athens are designated for seasonal occupancy—making it 
the leading city in the region for second-home use. While this 
percentage may seem modest, it reflects a growing trend toward 
temporary residential investment in a market traditionally defined 
by long-term residency and employment-driven demand.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 · ALEX 
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-13-huntsville-seasonal-share-place-mkt
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Seasonal demand signals resilience

Athens’ leadership in seasonal housing share suggests that the area is becoming a destination for 
temporary relocation—possibly driven by proximity to military and aerospace hubs, recreational 
access to local waterways, and a growing culture of remote work. This shift implies that the Huntsville 
market is evolving beyond its traditional defense-industry base, attracting a new class of buyer who 
values flexibility and location independence. The stability of this trend may indicate long-term 
appreciation potential in areas with seasonal infrastructure and lifestyle appeal.
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Huntsville’s identity is 
diversifying

The fact that Athens, not a core commercial hub, leads in 
seasonal housing suggests that market value is no longer tied 
solely to proximity to major employment centers. Instead, 
lifestyle amenities, natural surroundings, and community 
character are becoming key drivers of real estate demand. This 
redefines how investors and homebuyers evaluate the 
Huntsville metro—shifting focus from pure economic metrics 
to quality-of-life indicators. As remote work and digital 
nomadism grow, this data point may foreshadow a broader 
repositioning of the region’s real estate economy.
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