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Al in Healthcare Isn’t Just
Diagnosing

It’s learning how to learn—starting with libraries.
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THE DATA

Gift to Penn Library

The Meister Gift is transforming the University of Pennsylvania’s
library into a hub for Al-driven knowledge curation.

This donation marks a pivotal shift: Al in healthcare is no longer just
about analyzing patient data or predicting outcomes. It's about
training systems to understand and organize the vast, unstructured
corpus of medical literature, historical case studies, and emerging
research. The gift funds the development of Al tools that can trace
the evolution of medical understanding across decades, identifying
subtle shifts in diagnosis, treatment, and theory.

Source: University of Pennsylvania Library - Published October 12, 2026
https://www.library.upenn.edu/news/meister-gift
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Knowledge Is the New Training Data

For example, Al trained on digitized 19th-century surgical case logs can detect early signs of diagnostic
bias that persist today. This isn’t about faster diagnosis—it’s about preventing the recurrence of

historical blind spots in medical judgment.



Libraries Are the New Al
Labs

This shift implies that the future of medical Al depends not on
more data, but on better curation. The ability to track how
ideas evolve—what was once considered truth, what was
discarded, and why—becomes a critical skill for Al to avoid
repeating past errors.
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