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THE DATA

$104,060
Average Income of Arriving Households (2023)

Fairfax County, VA sends the highest-earning households to the 
Midlands.

This figure — $104,060 — reflects the inflow of high-income 
households from one of the nation’s most affluent counties. The 
data, drawn from IRS migration statistics, shows that the Midlands is 
not just attracting people, but attracting those with the highest 
earning potential among all U.S. counties sending households to the 
region. This is a structural shift, not a cyclical blip.

Source: U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Statistics of Income Migration Data, county-to-county 
inflows, 2022-23 · ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-11-columbia-sc-mig-in-agi

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-11-columbia-sc-mig-in-agi
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Affluent In-Migration Is a Market Catalyst

Unlike traditional migration patterns where people move from high-cost areas to lower-cost ones, this 
trend shows a strategic reallocation of capital and labor toward a region perceived as economically 
resilient and culturally stable. The data suggests Columbia is not just a destination, but a new hub for 
high-earning professionals seeking balance.
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The Midlands Is Becoming a 
Talent Magnet

The implications are profound: as high-income professionals 
settle in, they bring capital, influence, and demand for services 
that further elevate the region’s economic profile. This isn’t 
just about housing — it’s about ecosystem development. The 
Midlands is not just absorbing in-migration; it’s redefining its 
economic identity.
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