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Is Your Al Learning Built on Data
Islands?

MIT’s Seashell proves shared data beats siloed systems.
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Classified Growing Areas

Massachusetts shellfishing areas managed under overlapping
jurisdictions.

The MIT Seashell platform was built to unify data across 738
classified shellfishing areas along the Massachusetts coast—each
with its own regulatory and environmental conditions. This number
reflects a fragmented system where decision-making relied on
outdated, localized methods.

Source: Massachusetts Institute of Technology - Published October 7, 2026
https://news.mit.edu/2026/turning-tide-massachusetts-shellfishing-data-1007
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Real-time data is the Al learning
infrastructure

Just as MIT’s Seashell integrates real-time tide, weather, and water quality data via APIs, effective Al
learning must be grounded in live, accessible data streams—not static textbooks or outdated datasets.
The platform’s cloud-based architecture mirrors the need for dynamic, interconnected learning

environments where knowledge updates in real time.



£h.2

= ! ‘r:\ = i
& % TN

User needs shape Al systems,
not the other way around

MIT’s team discovered that users didn’t want dashboards—
they wanted instant, location-based answers. This mirrors the
core of effective Al learning: tools must adapt to human
cognition and workflow, not force users to adapt to rigid
interfaces. The most powerful Al systems are those that
reduce friction, not add complexity.
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