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Can Al Heal Historical Blind
Spots?

New research reveals how Al must learn from forgotten pasts to avoid bias.
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1820s

Historical Context Window

A new study from the University of Pennsylvania highlights the
importance of early 19th-century Native American history in
shaping modern data frameworks.

The research identifies the 1820s as a critical decade when federal
policies began systematically erasing Indigenous land records and
cultural narratives. This period, long overlooked in digital archives,
represents a foundational gap in historical data that current Al
models fail to account for.
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https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/mcneil-center-deep-dive-early-19th-century-native-american-history
https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/mcneil-center-deep-dive-early-19th-century-native-american-history
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Al Needs Historical Depth

This is not just a historical footnote; it’s a structural flaw. When Al systems ingest incomplete or
manipulated records, they replicate the same erasures, particularly in health outcomes for Indigenous
populations, where data gaps correlate with underfunded care.



For healthcare Al, this means treating missing data as a
statistical anomaly rather than a historical artifact. The
solution isn’t more data — it's epistemic humility: recognizing
that what we don’t know often reveals more than what we do.
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