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#1 of 6 Huntsville metro counties, #1 of 7 Alabama counties — ALEX Intelligence 
2026

#1 of 6 Huntsville metro 
counties

Jefferson County, AL leads in outbound household migration — ALEX 
Intelligence, 2026
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THE DATA

478
Households Moving Out to a Single County (2023)

Jefferson County, AL received the highest number of households 
relocating from the Huntsville market in 2022–23.

This figure represents the largest known outflow from the Huntsville 
metro to any single county in the region, indicating that Jefferson 
County is not only a destination for migration but also a magnet for 
economic and residential growth. The scale of this movement 
suggests that Jefferson County is absorbing a significant share of 
Huntsville’s expanding population, likely driving up demand for 
housing, services, and infrastructure there.

Source: U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Statistics of Income Migration Data, county-to-county 
outflows, 2022-23 · ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-08-huntsville-mig-out-dest

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-10-08-huntsville-mig-out-dest
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Migration Is a Market Signal

The fact that 478 households moved from Huntsville to Jefferson County reflects a deeper trend: 
population is not just leaving the city — it’s being strategically absorbed by a neighboring jurisdiction 
with stronger growth infrastructure. This migration pattern is not random; it signals that Jefferson 
County is becoming a preferred secondary home for Huntsville’s expanding workforce, especially as 
affordability pressures rise in the core metro. This isn’t a drain — it’s a redistribution of value.
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Huntsville’s Inward 
Momentum

This dual dynamic — outbound migration paired with strong 
inbound transaction volume — suggests that Huntsville is not 
losing population but rather redistributing it. The city remains 
a core anchor for innovation, defense, and tech, making it a 
magnet for new residents even as some relocate to nearby 
areas for cost or space.
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