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35.8%

Annual Rent Against Local Pay (2024)

Federal Heights leads the eastern Denver metro in rent-to-
income pressure, with renters spending over a third of median
income on housing.

This figure reflects a structural imbalance where rental affordability
has deteriorated faster than wage growth in certain neighborhoods.
Even as employment in logistics and healthcare expands, the cost
burden remains concentrated in areas with limited new supply. The
35.8% ratio in Federal Heights exceeds the national threshold of 30%
for 'cost-burdened' households, signaling a deepening crisis for
moderate-income renters.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 - ALEX
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Affordability is a growth brake

This is not a temporary spike — it is a systemic outcome of supply constraints meeting persistent
demand. Without new construction in lower-cost brackets, the market will continue to funnel growth

into more expensive pockets, reinforcing inequality and limiting long-term demographic momentum in
Aurora’s eastern corridor.



Policy momentum is shifting

This is not a passive response — it is a targeted correction. The
fact that Frisco, though outside the metro, is being used as a
model indicates that the state is testing replicable frameworks.
If implemented in high-pressure zones like Federal Heights,
such projects could begin to ease the rent-to-income burden
without sacrificing neighborhood quality or long-term value.
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