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AI Won’t Replace Design — It 
Will Reconnect It

MIT’s new Met Warehouse proves learning thrives on human friction.
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THE DATA

The Met 
WarehouseNew Home for Design Education

MIT’s newly dedicated Met Warehouse (Building W41) now 
serves as the flagship hub for the School of Architecture and 
Planning.

Originally a 19th-century storage fortress with 2-foot-thick brick 
walls, the building has been reimagined as a living laboratory for 
collaborative, hands-on design. Its transformation from a sealed, 
utilitarian structure into a dynamic, light-filled academic space 
underscores a deeper shift: education must now prioritize 
embodied, human-centered processes to counterbalance AI’s 
abstract reach.

Source: MIT News · Published October 02, 2026
https://news.mit.edu/2026/met-warehouse-dedication-ceremony-launches-new-era-1002
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Design Is the Antidote to AI’s Isolation

MIT President Sally Kornbluth emphasized that the new Met Warehouse was built for 'productive 
struggle' — the kind of friction that AI cannot replicate. By replacing four sections of solid brick with 
floor-to-ceiling glass, architects enabled natural light and visual continuity, symbolizing a shift from 
isolation to openness. This physical reconfiguration mirrors a pedagogical imperative: learning must be 
tactile, visible, and social to resist AI’s tendency to abstract and automate human insight.
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AI’s Real Challenge Is 
Collaboration

The Met Warehouse was designed not just to house 
classrooms, but to foster movement and connection — with 
building-long corridors, central staircases, and flexible studios. 
These features are not aesthetic choices; they are structural 
enablers of collaboration. As architect Elizabeth Diller stated, 
'This building should remain a work in progress.' This ethos — 
continuous evolution through human interaction — is the core 
counterweight to AI’s static, optimized outputs. The future of 
education lies not in AI replacing classrooms, but in using AI to 
deepen the human elements that machines cannot replicate.
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