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Was the Anthropocene Vote
Rigged?

New allegations challenge the legitimacy of Earth’s geological future.
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Votes Against Anthropocene Recognition

In 2024, the IUGS subcommittee rejected the formal designation
of the Anthropocene as a geological epoch.

This vote, reported in Nature, was not accompanied by a public
rationale, despite the profound implications for how humanity’s
planetary impact is recorded in geology. The imbalance in voting—
12 against, 4 in favor—has triggered concerns about procedural
fairness and transparency.

Source: Nature - Publlshed October 01, 2026
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https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03118-8?error=cookies_not_supported&code=d43f8201-4fcf-463d-9dea-ef1c0175c259
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03118-8?error=cookies_not_supported&code=d43f8201-4fcf-463d-9dea-ef1c0175c259
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Procedural Integrity > Consensus

The controversy underscores a deeper issue in Al safety and governance: even when outcomes align
with expert consensus, the absence of transparent process undermines trust. In Al, where model
decisions are often opaque, this parallel is not coincidental. Governance must be as visible as it is

correct.



Transparency as a
Governance Protocol

The call for public release of unpublished documents from the
IUGS vote mirrors demands for explainable Al. Just as Al
systems must justify decisions, scientific governance must
justify its votes. Without auditability, even correct outcomes
risk being perceived as arbitrary—eroding legitimacy in both
science and technology.
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