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Science Was Built on Alchemy

Curiosity, storytelling, and mysticism shaped modern discovery.
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THE DATA

1901
Year of Discovery

When chemist Frederick Soddy discovered radioactive decay, he 
called it 'transmutation'—a term still associated with alchemy.

In 1901, Soddy’s breakthrough revealed that elements could change 
form through decay, a phenomenon once reserved for alchemical 
myth. His collaborator Rutherford dismissed the term 
'transmutation' to avoid ridicule, fearing the scientific community 
would brand them as alchemists. Yet this moment marked the birth 
of nuclear chemistry—proof that ideas once deemed mystical could 
become foundational science.

Source: Nature · Published September 25, 2026
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03032-z?error=cookies_not_supported&code=c0fa1450
-878f-401c-a488-65d4872626d7

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03032-z?error=cookies_not_supported&code=c0fa1450-878f-401c-a488-65d4872626d7
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-03032-z?error=cookies_not_supported&code=c0fa1450-878f-401c-a488-65d4872626d7
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Mystery Fuels Innovation

The transition from myth to measurement is not a straight line. It requires the courage to ask 
unanswerable questions—like whether AI can predict soil microbial shifts before crop stress appears. 
That leap is not made by models alone, but by the same kind of intellectual risk-taking that once 
defined alchemy.
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Great Writing Is the Engine

This is especially critical in agtech, where AI models must be 
trusted by farmers, regulators, and communities. A study on 
AI-driven pest detection in crops will gain traction not just on 
accuracy, but on how well it’s communicated. The story 
behind the algorithm determines its adoption.
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