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#1 Most Cost-Effective Rural
Land Ownership

Fairfax city leads U.S. in median monthly owner cost at $2,537 — not due to
price, but infrastructure and resilience.

Swipe for insights =



THE DATA

$2,537

Median Monthly Owner Cost (2024)

The highest-ranked county in the U.S. for rural land ownership
cost is Fairfax city, with a median monthly owner cost of $2,537.

This figure reflects not just mortgage or taxes, but the full cost of
living sustainably in a rural area — including utilities, maintenance,
and access to reliable broadband and emergency services. The fact
that this cost is highest in a county with no urban core suggests that
infrastructure quality, not location, drives value.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 - ALEX
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-25-land-land-owner-cost-county-us-rural
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Cost Is a Proxy for Resilience

This pattern aligns with emerging trends in Al-driven land monitoring and repurposed infrastructure,

where real-time compliance and system redundancy are becoming key value drivers.



The Hidden Equity Divide

The implication is stark: rural land ownership is no longer
about price alone. It’s about access to a networked, resilient
system — and that network is not equally distributed. The gap
between high-cost, high-resilience counties and low-cost, low-
resilience ones is widening, not closing.



5/5

Real Estate Strategy & Intelligence Leader. Democratized Blue Ocean Strategist & Operator.

Diane Hart Alexander, MBA, MHA

Chair & CEO, ALEX Companies
Designated Broker, Alexander Tiffany Southwest, LLC dba ALEX.realestate, et.al.
Texas License #574877-B - Broker License #565194-BB

!

/
\
ALEX Intelligence ALEX Real Estate | ALEX Advisory ALEX Cares \ /

deep intelligence genius real estate uncontested strateqy | purposeful philanthropy L =



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5

