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Top AI Growth: Charleston-North Charleston, SC — 2026

57.1% AI Growth in Charleston? 
The Real Story

The U.S. AI economy is shifting—away from coastal giants and toward self-
hosted innovation hubs.

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

57.1%
Change in Information Services Firms Since 2019

Charleston-North Charleston, SC leads the nation in growth of 
information services firms since 2019.

This surge reflects a shift toward distributed, self-hosted AI 
ecosystems. The data suggests that metro areas with strong local 
infrastructure, open data access, and a culture of independent tech 
development are outpacing traditional tech hubs. This is not about 
corporate scale—it’s about sovereign capability.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2019 and 2022, NAICS 519 (Other 
information services) · ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-25-ai-tech-igrow-519-msa

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-25-ai-tech-igrow-519-msa


01

Sovereignty Drives Growth

The 57.1% increase in information services firms in Charleston isn’t driven by big tech recruitment—
it’s fueled by a grassroots AI sovereignty movement. Local developers, researchers, and small startups 
are deploying open-weight models, private RAG, and self-hosted LLMs, building tools without relying 
on centralized platforms. This growth is a direct result of decentralized, trustless innovation, not 
corporate subsidies.
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Local Labs > National Hubs

The fact that Charleston—rather than Austin, San Francisco, or 
Boston—leads in AI services growth reveals a critical truth: 
sovereign AI thrives where local autonomy is prioritized. These 
firms aren’t building for global APIs; they’re building for local 
resilience. The rise of tools like TAM-Chain and federated 
learning frameworks (arXiv, 2026-09-25) shows that the future 
isn’t in data centralization—it’s in distributed, auditable, and 
explainable systems, built where the people are.



5 / 5
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Solepoint Planning. VUI AI Cloud Architect. AI Certifications Development. Quant/AI Instructor. Castor Venture Club Member. 

Associate Broker.
 

George Arnold Alexander III, MPA
Director, ALEX Companies

Associate Broker, Alexander Tiffany Southwest, LLC dba ALEX.realestate, et.al.
Texas License #574878-B · Broker License #565194-BB

Broker, ALEX Real Estate · North Carolina License #367733
Independent Broker, ALEX Real Estate · Colorado License #II.100112456

 

george@alex.realestate · +1 713.918.9951


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5

