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Al Can Design Bioweapons. But
What If They Don’t Kill?

The real danger is functional collapse, not mass death.
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A natural model of non-lethal but debilitating biological impact.

ME/CFS

The article highlights that conditions like severe ME/CFS—where
patients are housebound or bedbound, dependent on care, and

hypersensitive to stimuli—demonstrate how a biological event can
destroy functional capacity without causing widespread mortality.
This mirrors the potential of Al-designed pathogens: engineered to
incapacitate rather than kill, they could paralyze societies without
triggering mass death alarms.

Source: Nature - Published September 22, 2026

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-02996-22error=cookies not supported&code=35fc75e4
-e4f9-4581-bf6b-88a573320a9f
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Al-Enabled Biosecurity Must Evolve

Current biosecurity frameworks are built around lethality thresholds. But Al can now design pathogens
that cause profound, long-term functional impairment—disabling workforce capacity, disrupting
supply chains, and overwhelming healthcare systems without triggering pandemic declarations. The
next frontier is not just containment, but resilience against non-lethal but systemically disruptive
agents.



The Semiconductor Industry
Is a Hidden Target

Advanced chip fabrication requires highly skilled, stable
human labor in controlled environments. A targeted biological
agent that induces ME/CFS-like symptoms in key engineers or
cleanroom operators could halt production for months. Unlike
cyberattacks, such a disruption would be invisible to
traditional risk models and could cripple the physical layer of
Al infrastructure without a single line of code being breached.
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