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1st in Triangle Vacancy Rate — ALEX Intelligence 2026

Butner Leads Triangle in 
Vacancy Rate

14.9% vacancy — highest in the Triangle, ALEX Intelligence 2026

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

14.9%
Housing Vacancy Rate (2024)

Butner’s 14.9% vacancy rate is the highest in the Triangle, 
according to the 2024 ACS 5-Year Estimates.

This figure reflects unoccupied housing units, including seasonal and 
second homes, not distressed inventory. Butner’s elevated vacancy 
is not a sign of decline but of structural supply capacity. The city’s 
position as a suburban node with lower-density zoning and slower 
population growth allows for sustained vacancy without market 
stress. This dynamic creates a unique buffer against 
overdevelopment pressures seen in more saturated Triangle 
markets.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 · ALEX 
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-22-triangle-vacancy-share-place-mkt

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-22-triangle-vacancy-share-place-mkt
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Vacancy as Strategic Supply

High vacancy rates in Butner are not a flaw but a feature of long-term market resilience. With 14.9% of 
housing units unoccupied, the city holds a latent supply buffer that can absorb future demand spikes 
without triggering price inflation. This makes Butner a critical anchor for regional housing stability, 
particularly as Triangle population growth continues. The presence of unoccupied units reflects a 
mature, balanced market rather than dysfunction.
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Supply Without Overbuild

Unlike markets where high vacancy signals overdevelopment, 
Butner’s rate is sustained by low population growth and a 
stable, non-urbanized character. The city’s vacancy is not 
driven by foreclosures or distressed sales but by the natural 
presence of second homes and seasonal use. This distinction is 
critical: Butner’s vacancy is a sign of healthy supply diversity, 
not market failure. It suggests that the Triangle’s future 
housing strategy should prioritize preserving such buffers in 
suburban and rural nodes.
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