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85.6% Owner Occupancy in Mills
River

Asheville’s highest rate — a sign-of long-term stability in mountain real estate
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85.6%

Owner Occupancy Rate (2024)

Mills River leads the Asheville market in owner-occupied
housing, reflecting deep community roots.

This figure is not just a number — it signals a cultural and economic
preference for long-term stewardship over speculative investment.
In a region where tourism and transient demand shape much of the
housing narrative, Mills River stands apart. The data reveals a
market where homeownership is not a stepping stone, but a
commitment.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 - ALEX
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Stability Over Speculation

For investors and developers, this is a signal: long-term value is built in places where ownership is

personal, not financial.



Affordability Through
Ownership

For policy and development, this suggests that encouraging
owner-occupancy through zoning, tax incentives, and
community programs may be more effective than simply

increasing supply.
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