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Education Innovation Drives 
Real Estate Edge

Why San Marcos-New Braunfels leads Texas in future-ready knowledge 
infrastructure.

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

45,000
Learners Reached

Through continuing education courses by UT Austin’s Michael 
Webber, a national leader in energy and systems education.

This number reflects the scale of educational outreach tied to real-
world infrastructure understanding—critical for communities where 
energy systems, water management, and smart growth intersect. In 
San Marcos-New Braunfels, where tech-driven development is 
accelerating, such widespread knowledge dissemination strengthens 
workforce readiness and community resilience.

Source: Cockrell School of Engineering, University of Texas at Austin · Published September 
17, 2026
https://cockrell.utexas.edu/news/texas-engineer-michael-webber-wins-mcgraw-prize-in-education/
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Education as Infrastructure

The 45,000 learners reached by Michael Webber’s continuing education programs signal a deep, self-
sustaining knowledge ecosystem. In San Marcos-New Braunfels, where innovation hubs and 
sustainable development are growing, this level of accessible, systems-level education is not a side 
benefit—it’s a foundational asset. It reduces friction in adopting new technologies and supports long-
term community adaptability, a rare advantage in Texas markets.
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Talent Pipeline from Public 
Learning

When education reaches 45,000 learners through scalable 
platforms like PBS LearningMedia and Minecraft, it creates a 
latent talent pool. In San Marcos-New Braunfels, this means a 
local workforce increasingly equipped to engage with energy 
efficiency, green tech, and smart urban planning—key drivers 
of high-value real estate demand. Unlike markets reliant on 
external recruitment, this region is cultivating its own 
innovation economy from within.
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