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#1 Highest Rural Rent in America — ALEX Intelligence 2026

$2,245 Median Gross Rent in 
Rural America

Top-ranked county leads U.S. in rural rental prices — ALEX Intelligence, 2026

Swipe for insights →



THE DATA

$2,245
Median Gross Rent (2024)

Fairfax city leads all U.S. rural counties in rental cost, surpassing 
even major metropolitan suburbs.

This figure reflects a market where land is not valued for agriculture 
but for exclusivity, conservation, and infrastructure proximity. The 
$2,245 median rent in Fairfax city is not driven by population density 
but by strategic positioning, environmental stewardship, and limited 
access — characteristics now commanding premium pricing in non-
urban America.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 2024 · ALEX 
Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-20-land-land-gross-rent-county-us-rural

https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-20-land-land-gross-rent-county-us-rural
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Rent as a Proxy for Asset Exclusivity

Investors are no longer chasing volume; they are chasing verifiable scarcity. The $2,245 median rent in 
Fairfax city is not a rent spike — it’s a pricing mechanism for land that cannot be replicated, where 
access is restricted and environmental integrity is preserved.
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The New Rural Capital Stack

This marks a fundamental shift: rural land is no longer a 
passive commodity. It is now a dynamic asset class where rent 
levels reflect not just occupancy, but strategic positioning — a 
signal that the market is pricing in resilience, sustainability, 
and future-proofing.
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