ALEX Intelligence 1/5

19.5% Gap in Air Support Growth

Fastest vs. Slowest U.S. Metro Growth — ALEX Intelligence 2026
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19.5%

Spread Between the Fastest and Slowest Growth in Air Transportation
Support Operations (2022)

This gap measures the disparity between the highest and lowest
growth rates in support activities for air transportation across
U.S. metropolitan areas.

The 19.5% spread reveals a profound imbalance in infrastructure
momentum. While cities like Tampa and Tucson are expanding their
air logistics networks at record pace, others—such as San Francisco-
Oakland-Fremont—Ilag behind, despite being in the same region.
This divergence is not merely economic; it reflects a strategic
realignment in where the U.S. is investing in aviation resilience and
future-ready supply chains.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2019 and 2022, NAICS 4881 (Support
activities for air transportation) - ALEX Intelligence computation
https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-20-ai-space-dive-4881-msa
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Growth Clusters Are Forming

The data reveals not random variation but emerging clusters: coastal hubs like Tampa and Tucson are
accelerating, while older, high-density metropolitan cores are stagnating. This suggests a shift from
centralized air logistics to distributed, agile support systems. The rise of Al-optimized flight path
algorithms and real-time satellite data integration—now being tested in Europe and Japan—wiill favor
metros with scalable, adaptive infrastructure, reinforcing this divergence.



The West Coast Paradox

Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, despite being a top 10
metro, shows only 14.2% growth—the second-lowest in the
top 10. Yet it remains a critical node in U.S. aviation. This
paradox suggests that legacy infrastructure, regulatory
constraints, and high land costs may be stifling innovation
despite geographic centrality. Meanwhile, newer hubs like
Tucson and Denver are unburdened by historical inefficiencies,
allowing Al-driven systems to scale faster. The future of
commercial space and aviation may not be where the most
flights are, but where the most agile support operations grow.
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