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18.7% Gap in Education Growth
Across U.S. States

Fastest vs. slowest independent instruction growth — ALEX Intelligence, 2026
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18.7%

Spread Between the Fastest and Slowest Growth in Independent
Instruction Providers (2022)

This gap reflects a growing divide in where educational
innovation and demand are concentrated.

The 18.7% spread between South Carolina’s 58.5% growth and
Florida’s 10.5% in independent instruction providers reveals a
profound regional imbalance. This is not a cyclical fluctuation but a
structural shift — where new learning models, Al-powered curricula,
and hybrid credentialing are being adopted at scale in some states
and ignored in others. The data suggests that the future of higher
education is not spreading evenly but is being shaped by early-
mover advantage in specific regions.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns 2019 and 2022, NAICS 611699 (All
other miscellaneous schools and instruction) - ALEX Intelligence computation
i i-higher-ed-dive-611699-state



https://alex-companies.com/data/2026-09-20-ai-higher-ed-dive-611699-state

Innovation is clustering, not diffusing

The 18.7% spread indicates that educational innovation is no longer a national trend but a regional
phenomenon. States like South Carolina and Maryland are becoming hubs for independent instruction
— likely due to supportive policy, Al-integrated curricula, and demand from remote and hybrid
learners. Meanwhile, states like Florida, despite high population density, are lagging, suggesting either
regulatory friction or a lack of institutional agility. This clustering mirrors how Al infrastructure and
talent have concentrated in tech corridors — but now it’s happening in education.



Growth is not just about scale

The ranking shows that high growth doesn’t correlate with
population size or urban density. South Carolina, with a
smaller population than Florida, leads in growth. This implies
that the drivers are not macroeconomic but micro-institutional
— the ability of local schools, credentialing bodies, and Al-
enabled platforms to adapt quickly. The slowest-growing
states may be constrained by legacy accreditation systems,
regulatory inertia, or underinvestment in digital pedagogy. The
real bottleneck is not access, but institutional readiness to
innovate.
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